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I'm face

to face
with a
wornan
from a
lesbian
escort

agency.

Chapter 1: The Beginning

Here | am
twenty-m‘%ﬁl:
?'aar's old.

‘ve Hever

dated anyone,
Hever Had sex--

and on top
of that

hever had a
real job.




When it comes
to anything
sexual,
I‘m about as
experienced
as a newborn--
or something

like that.

mie be
clear here
Ehis is Hot
making me
feel sexy
at all.

| have a
bald spot
on my head.

(| hide it
but still.)

And iy arms
are covered
in sears from
cutting,
but there's
Ho way to
hide Ehem.




Obvioushy
I“ve never
been
with an
eccort...

.r'f.
. This is the
I'm haot first time
really sure I*ve ever
-,4 where I'm even set
supposed foot in
higay a love
after hotel.
e this...

| ALWErS
SEE THIS
B HEAFPPEN IN
) DOLIINS HI®,

"Dowjinghi are creafar-owned comics and Books, simiiar fo fanzines--but generaily much more professianally printed,
thanks to & proiiferation of cheap prinfing services in Japan. The word is vsed by English avdiences almas! exciusively
for fancomics, often with & romantic or sexual take an an axisting serias.



MY

it'sa
story

ten ¥Ear~5
inthe
making.

In order to
ke a grown-
up, 1 was
after some
sort of
“sweet
nectar”

that’s 4
SUp =]
to ggt?ne
with
adulthood.

[ And
order How
to live did it

as gor

myself...

why did |
suddenly
muskter
up the
courage
to callan
escort

agencyr




| remember

- hen this
decade :HFFEHN
ago. be gan..?

| graduated
rom high
y school=-
and that
peaceful,
pleasant
life.

| was
depressed
and had
an eating
disarder.




Krnowi n? |
didn’t belong
anywhere--
tHat | had
Howhere to go

every day--
made me

extremely
anxious.

Ehings, Ehat

i a

l*uf:::l.t'j‘g ivVER
me sHape,
andast
disappeared,

| Felt ke | was

dissalving
into thin air.

I tHﬂH?HI’-
that
belonging
SOMEewHere,
having
somewhere
to go
every day
= me.

[

) e
| there was il
éergg a week.
T
1
| thought
that wgmd | thought
make me it woulld
happy, be rice if
Enat we could
everythin be like a
would ge family.
better..




"TTTIIRE -

w‘ﬁb‘ L:lfr}ltfﬂ

| started

causin
problems for

EVEryONE,

coriing

In lake,

leaving early,

_ealling

M Sick.

hysicall
P yﬂﬂd .
mentally.

IF YOu
DONT MAKE
YOLRSELF
USEFLL,
YOU CAN'T
STAY HERE.

fl
AAH. J
il rri
| GUESS | @ II
GOT THE y i
| N =
i 'l' { .
= SOMEHOW. T
e g |
]__: S ]_r.*_'l
But at
the time,
| didn‘t
really know
what I'd
gotten the
wrong idea
abOHtm
ELAE
L




Mow,
though,
| Fataily

aet it.

AE that
art-time
job, | was
looking for
a place that
woulld
accept me
unconditionally.

g -
It's a But,
lace For H
il Feceiving of course,
it wages in part-tin
Y .." il compensation |z éh
W “°Fapor. " | the place
bl
a aTH Sy | ;J"_—I'_ECE
ave ook b ) : kWL .
elsewhere AN By gy NIl P PLicE -amf'l%];rqe
r i : : A ) y = 7
unconditional |7 EEY | who can’t
acceptance. ; work, thglr
wages
worth.
N




Incidentally,
I"'m

Fefl_&.}ﬂ: . 1&7em tall,
and | di but at
think | mi't"ﬁf&
deserved !
to eak. 38%9'
(56", Bl )
I still have AT DESER
HI‘-P‘IEEE : ‘?:}Eﬁ"‘?'
thoughts I g
and ra sure — %] don't
there are o DEFIMITELY erve ko
some | 30 or | will
haven't = serious
noticed T | for it* series
yet. .hJE\'EFl ihelude...
proER
At the time,
| was my skin was
twice as amess and
sensitive my cubs
to the cold basical
as a harmal never healed.
person, | got low-
and when temperature
| did eat, I'd burns at the
sometimes drop of a hat.
end up
feeling sick.

/

r

Y.
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And then
| could
find a place
where |
belonged.

Getting hurt
absolved me
of something.
| thought it
would Tower
the bar for
other people
to accept me...

..the But | *’::;II:__EII
welconing Wasn
i anywhere
k‘”g;'ggg c'lozée to..
haospital
bed.
( Wil
*| DON'T \\\
UM[:EEE@—I::%MD
THE PRIN IN My | | read
HEART.IT _ |aboutall Years
And 1 POESN'T HAVE perﬁan
BUT TS who
rotally ERASY TO : hurt
3 - UNCERSTRAND herself.
THE PRIN WHEN She
IS MY BODY <aid
THAT'S BEING :
HUET.
IT CALMS ME
{ 'I. DOWN.”
You can
seeil; | _Putting the
the cause s invisible pain
very clear. in my heart into
Creating and words was a
seeing the process that
dummy pain took time and
calms you down. effort, and
You feel better more than
right away. that...




So EHen
what did

I gritked

Eventually,
| EHink; | did a
itwas a one-eighty
natural from not
gy P Ry
t:ngyt‘;y overegating.
e
switch being
flipped. %§ T
i N -
b [T Y
But | had no

choice in the matter.
A desire to eat would
suddenly take over
my brain, so powerful
that it almost
drove me mad.
| could do nothing in
that state of binge
eating, which was a
serious problem.

ﬂzf.-:ﬁ" =

e 7 Arnd |
1N
N ueE, SORRY! re =
' TO 1NE . bathroom [
S50 iR o
( INCO e -]
= LIED staff |
= .. A istafty
== T e
/,.-{f/ff'f///}'f-’: % e S
i T T T
Back there,
S
i a o e
wﬁﬂﬁ#‘t shelves for
be a big deal heme? past the
oH its own, expiry ﬁﬂt%‘
but this and I'woul b
happered frantically
over and ?Httl—g”m;
|
o rmoutH.

14



“h_. = / .""-’f’ :.-"'/ __.-""--'.
H""-\-.._ . .-.-_:__:-___.'
. When Some-
there was Fimes... P
only =
B irstant
_— rarmer... ]
- : B o
i = —
_J_,,-’"J f/'/ //’J . e ; .|I " i :i;'_;-n._ ]
il ‘“~l~l_H’ \\ N 7/ ZM Zilly
1 Y - =
i} o i \ 75/‘)\%/ "1 Andi didnt ]
= | have Ehe time
' W to add hot
Id just water and
(THEY bite waik three
TASTE into = minutes =~
=Lk |t them. {lwas already | =
- O THING) in the middle | —
—— — of a shiftd..
The
Homn-fried
~and if | noodlies
sprinkied the are
soup powder particularly
on them, hard, so
it just fell they'd be
through Ehe spéckled
cracks apd with my
didn‘t stick . ﬂ " blocd:
ﬂt a"- -'EC..';?—...F_{‘T- E 'R
[ T LR [1 AN
el L
[~ ~e |I_L|||||[|'|| | H"'fF
’ =E Bread and
cookies were
easy bo eat,
2 but d end up
e = Feeling really
= sick later.




| was sure
that if anyone
saw me, they'd
think | was
possessed
or something.

Finally,
I keg:['t gF
=1
yarh cakes
in my
locker

Somy
porsition
therg
aradually
got worse.

In my experience,
you cahn try ta
do thinas like this
on the sly, but
pecple can
basically tell.

l/ ({la ”f?”f/gw

R

EveH Mow,
! My y tntai.‘;t_II Eaﬁ laten,
m still held prisoner
I\ me#‘lt?gﬁ be the thought of what
that time |-\g Il do if | de':;-_lperately
robably |F= want to run away,
Euel I;Haz. but can‘t leave
. my post.
A % M EYEY,
| bried to 335,;;;;;
ard collapsed months
in thE ha |W'ﬂ}l' of this...
of my house.
| eouldn t
HOVE.




!cgc:t
irecl
that
day.

'|.'l.'|.||. LR ﬂu‘fﬂfﬁff/
o {_f. //i P

THAT
HELF-EATEN
YaM CAKE

IN MY

L ol LOCKER..
". I TR I‘-:‘-\ e
¢r7TTIEANN

I::'-

That day

Enrew rrie 2 W , 'd lost
into a dark, ’ ' 3 ) my lone
painful . e | P candidate

space with ’ - for a Flace

hothing " LA to belong.

below miy
feet.



HAA,

THERE'S
NOQ CLR,

¥Oou
KO,

TS LIKE |
HAVE A CUP
FULL OF WATER

ON MY HEALD
AMD IF | SPILL
EVEN A DROF,
I'LL BE CUT.

Incidentally,
it seerms

my parents
yﬂ? dr't

want to
accept that
their owhn
child was
Sick.

o e e
S T [ O T

| guess =
my parents =
didn’t have =
it in them. =~

That's
what the
doctor
was kind
enough
to say.

And
at the
hospital...

SO I'M
SOING TO
REST HEEE
AT HOME
FOR R
WHILE.

THE
DOCTOR
SAID TO

TAKE SOME
TIME OFF




| THOUGHT
YOL WERE
ON A BREAK
THIS WHOLE

TIME...

It felt like
no matter
How hard
| tried,
it wouldn't
really be

aalt

wWhen
ather
people

couldn’t
see bhat

| was
trying...

E?mte
eople take

Preizcthjn
from oHe
thing as

being
rejected

Fern

everything,

| think
I‘'rm one of
those.
O maybe
all of them.
VEHH. F’Dr
Me...
| Felt all
of that.

O for
them,
being
rejected
2

specific
FErSon
might
Friean
a total

rejection.

Maybe a

hur;lﬁred

percent

capacity
for rejec-

percent
rejection
?ﬂd I:he?
ey el
ra Eﬂ%d

tions was another Five

Eao small
ascale
fram

percent.

Ehe ve

start.




ITEL GET
COMFLICATED
fFleoTO A
RELATIVE'S
FLACE.
SO NO
TO THAT.

Feason,
| couldn’t

g0
anywhHere.

-.takes
sormething
other than

roney.

RApparenktly,

Pﬁthhg L
a warri
glace to
elong...




-was also

required to Several
enjoy food, years laten,
to keep yourself | realized
neat and tidy that this
and to mutualiy “something”
éi%PgEEF?EE?ﬂEE— other than
L didpt T rmonegy...
kHnow that.
| rap aut
So of the house
eventually, because Fd had
Lwent all | could take
ome,

from my parents.
But | actually
had no choice
but to rely
ot EHem.

It was
pathetic.
| hadn't
thought
| was so
helpless.

| was

disappointed

in mriyself

| had that
thought
dozens
of times
over the
Hext
several
years.

“I*ve finally
reached
Ehe lirniks;
| can‘t be
any rmore
disappointed
in myself.*

21




T
H:: what
e atever
- ==] a binger
always looks like
think it ) i L 1 = on the
musﬁ be ' D e ~#——|  outside,
toug IFor' % i i g ; : — they're
people : seriously
recu;;e rating f- suffering
at home, . on the
too. = thside.
BE SO MUCH
EASIER... —Z

Each and every
day was hard.

But I'd think Twenby-four hours
about the without a moment
many merits of respite.
of being . 4 No matter how
dead over > [ wears | looked at it,
being alive... THE BEST dyirg was an
Wiy TO easier option.
2 JUST DIET

SN \(;k\q &UL /

N\
~and it was \\ A

surprisingly )
| aaaravating.

5

W :\ \. \
AN

22
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Chapter 2. Frequel

—— For mei: )
- my parents
= OFInon was

everytHing.

| wanted
That my parents
was iy to approve
sole af me.
driving | warted them
forece. to accept me
even if | didn’t
try hard
enough.
Kt
| didn‘t
Know
| whak |
couldnt wanted
EHirk, to do.
aagub




IE{IJ at E
m oLl
cFy El:ar'v);tfon

Sal gte

1 mocde, | could
I;nd I'.ihe get the binge
g,r'ggﬁ gl? eatin unlder'
stopped).r control.

G
| ]

=l

It was
hard for
me to be in
the House,
so | wenk
on endless
valks.

T

— ;'|
|

i | ﬂulwl

1 T7 (TR

I was finally
livina a
normal life
(up in the
mMorning,
i bed a
night,
three meals
a dayd.

25



| started
working
fivedays |
aweek.

BUT IT'S
JusTA
PART-TIME
JOB.
YOU'RE .
NOT A - A
PROPER : . ——

SALARIED
EMPLOYEE
ARE YOLUF

IFLL
SHOW HER,
SALARIED
QR NOT,
THAT I'M
EARMNING
MONEY
HERE...




| SAVELD
A MILLION
YEN®/!

| believad
this for
abouk five
ears,
bugl found
out last
year that
that’s
ot how

WHHT AM
| EVEM

il

10 fil il 1 41
1||{qujfl- .

| CAM HELF

WITH BILLS

AND STUFF
NOW/




| didn‘t
kHow what
| wanted,
ar wherg
| wanted

WHAT AM
| SUPPOSED
TO USE MY
MOMNEY
FORT

HARD BEING
AT HOME
SO FLL JUST
SO TO
WORK.

Whenever,
wherever--
| was always
Uncomfortable,
ohe way or
another.

VT VPRI




-.arerelated to
when I'm tryin
to make myse
look good due to
an inferiority
complex,
or when | don‘t
understand how
| actually feel.

Recently,
I"ve realized
that the
tirmes
when |I'm
uHcomfort-
able...

,/ LOOKS
LIKE 1|
JusT
" %,
|- T%E#“ 1 FOR IT
o SHALARIED .
——— pesME EMPLOYEE ——
f#j- STATUS. ]
TNV TR AL THATBIATYINA TG SLALESALAY i
| only had ||
a High school | worked atb
. d?rivlnlama, d thgwt;aiggyrg&r |
e o anas but then | lost l
| that did the will to work r
' mid-career and stopped I
Hires and being able to
. '-gem:_ to get out of bed.
interviews.

i SN ETd LT T TR R] '\l\lﬁl\llllJll{
| couldn’t
lister to

my own
I ﬂimPlg Fegling«a.
sough or have
MYy Own
Pﬂrﬂgtﬁ’ opinions
approval. about
ryself

29



I'M VERY
SO0D AT o e '?,’;ﬂ';ff
WRERAFPING YEARS AS A -
BT, S
ASSISTANT.

ANFAN
BLINS.

—_—— — -\-\-“\
WE START
EARLY,
AND YOLULL
PROERBLY
YOLFLL HRVE FALL ASLEEP
DIFFERENT AS SOON o
ACTIVE HOLURS AS YOU GET
FROM OTHER HOME.
FEOPLE. YOLR
WHOLE LIFE e
WILL BE WORK.

ARE
YOLU OKAY

. WITH THATP
v | WOULDN'T
RECOMMEND
- IT FOR MY
OWHN
THAT'S PRLIGHTER.
FINES

IT'S SO
EARLY IN THE
MORNING,
EUT THE
MANAGER
KEFPT SMILING
AND REALLY

TALKING
WITH ME.

| didn’t
get the
Jjob.




This An
interviewer asteo-
took plenty Pathic
oF tirne to clinie.

speak """it.};i me,
a, Silin ]
the wthEB

Eime.

I'M SURE

THERE
IT"S LIKE
RIE AR =L
ﬂﬁg%ﬂ?ﬁ; SOMEONE™S SERVICES
T e AS WELL...

QMLY ONE
LEFT NOW.

IS BN
OSTEQPATHIC
CLIMIC YOLIR
MNLUMBEERE OMNE
CHOICE FOR
WORKT

He al=o
asked me
what |
really want
to do.

COUPsSe...

31



And
after |
answered
honesthy...

OMNE CHOICE
FOR

WORK IS
PROBRBELY

COME HERE £

V_—hg r MANGH.
wiHAT THD | CoME 4
HERE Feag? o
hat '
I couldn
hold back He Eta's
my tears. Jﬂ'ﬁ: E‘EG
I ended up
bawling.
| was d
| supposadly
WT#SE b?e . there for a
suagested job interview,
betore but in the
| left. ehnd...
wi-tAT T | EVEN

And
then, the
decisive
blow.




IT DOESNT
HAVE TO EBE
RELATED TC
BRKING.

CAN ¥OLU TELL \/
LIS ABOLT

SOMETHING
YOU LIKE, OR
SOMETHING
YOU'RE
SOOD AT

\

I WRS
RECENTLY
OME OF THE
FINALISTS
FOR A
MEWCOMER
FRIZE.

| LIKE
CEAWING

EBUT WHEN
YOLU THLKED
ABOUT

LIGHT BEHIND
YOUR EYES.

LIP LINTIL
NOW,

IT FELT LIKE
YOU JUST
SHOWELD
UP HEEE,

UNSURE OF

WHAT TO 0O,

LOOK.




WE WHANT
¥OU TO FEEL

THing=s
erded the
SAME Way.
(Even though
| came
for an
interview.}
ﬁ Z
/
But | bad for
;f:{i was also Lfaléll-?e )
ﬁ;ﬁ grateful. St
i
o

34






|

/ ;)))}r;‘.-
| I’d never Although
/ said yes I'd never
il to i, said o to
; either. drawing
manga...
/{
The Eohe
For some of his vaice,
reason, the fist
retat‘:el'?:e d pump, the
deep into S”ELE*;]{E”
my heart. around
Him...
| couldn’t Even
stop crying. though he'd
Not after only said,
| got to the *Good luck
station, with
r}at ?:Ft%r rmanga..
o
th%?:rain.
The truth He
didn’t probably
matter-- really
it just felt meant it,
o E:OI ar}l.ld I was
complete a
believe z at Iﬁ:t
in that. momenk.

34
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Even now,
| cant
really stand
up and
proud|
declare that
I like managa.
I still
remember
Hirm while
I'm drawing,
and |
straighten
UpP EVery
Eimie.
But even
Ehouah the
eople who There
interviewed me that adults was ong
all had tough other
jobs, they had impression
enough elergy took
tosmile. hore from
They seemed those
like they were interviews.
eHjoying
themselves.
Eut would
__lget there | wanted
if | was always to be that
WOITYING kind of
about Whg; 'SHTHTIIEQ
my paren adult.
tﬁgugh ke




Gy T N " 2 P I~ e
Lo L T
A An HIET
ED o) AL e
i — — SALAG After that
E_;S“!};%"ﬁ SALARED EMPLOLNS my parents
EMALOEE), SUfeep SALARE cgngnunizld <
S Py o EAPLOSEE. o be a
G d—-?'i.ll"ﬂ “eallar'ied
em BEs AR
'%.%E‘rgf SALARIED 54 b SALARIED saﬁanr?:ad Lo
MPLOYEE sdafg% o EMPLOYEE. employee.”
T RALARE
o A TT 55'_@2"5_?_ C o —~ - 7
- S,
7L
it was @_ z
different v bl
from the ' ) But even
discomfort i I W though
of trying to i it was
make mys=elf ]ll' uncomfort-
look better-- able...
or the pain B
of not
understandin
how | really felk.
s 5
But ik was [¥,
defifiee It was the
i whs discomfort
of accepting
my=elf while

other pecple
deﬁ’t.P

as



For three
years,
| submitted
Eo newcomer
creator
contests
while working
part-time.

| was just .
too terrible My friend
at group wark, invited me
(although it to start an
was just Three independent
of us), ré'urf:tg '-?}?
LIRS together,
But..
It was
like a wall | felt bad,
grew between and that
my friends made it
o 2pent e Lo see
an SpPen
several Epar-a them.
not seeing
anyone.
And
then,
The million around
yen, plus the thak
mohney I'd tirme...
saved from
odd jobs,
was finally
used up.

ag




| was
even more
unemployable.

And now
thak I'd been
outb of work

for two years
after quitting
my pa

tirrie job...
#,
!:tdlzgutlﬁg After aoing
building, to abou twenay
but interviews an
wouldn't etting no ;ob
g0 in. offers, [couldn’t
Or1‘d run ever make it
away during to any others.
Ehé break. I just gave up

right away.

} /
sl

| SUESS
| HAVE
TO DIE,
AFTER

ALL...

rff W

n',';f,; b/ ;i

I did too
much of that
all over the
place, so when
the phone did
ring, | was too
scared ko
pick it up.

40



| WRNT
TO DRAW
SCOME

M
MHI";J“E'-H AND

RAIE
¥ DEEUT
BEFORE
I DIE.

NO, THIS
SITUATION
IS TOO
ANNOY-
ING...

Then | won
a submission
contest
for the first
tirme, and |
was assiagned
an editor
= == Although
I"ve said over
- and over that
- | was suffering
= I had and didn’t belong
to be anywhere
rateful | was able to
= hem make Ehat win
ke ' because | could
/ live at home.
%
Eh"\-l
Eight
months
later;
I made m
debut an
aot
completely
carried
away.

41




It was

| was alrmost
like like I'd
a Hew rmade my
persoH. way out
of a deep
cave.
by
.i;IL AN 7
{?&'\ R LY II Tl h
| couldn’t
think at all. t%fgty?egregr}
It was like the spell was
iy Bend had v thine.
F)e:c-llen ouk, o k ra'l;i?"5
g0 b
and | couldn’t hard agaih.
read text.
I had It was painful,
gty iz Hikeen
SHoved In
smooth this tiny
sgélm Space.
arter My owh
Haggﬁ I?W co:tourde
- SEErme
urcertain.
o BUE my
empty head
| couldn’t was flooded
Ehink with sounds
anymore. tiﬁgi:l%
my ears.

42




This went on
for several
months,
50 | wenk to
a doctor for
the first time
1h ages.

|tat§|rted
I could | UNDER- Piﬂgﬂ;
read STAND Eion
text | CAN THE and the
again READS MEAN- first
ING## Ehing to
_ improve
P,
L
| wanted to
| started find some
reading hinks as
articles to where
and books this pain
that seemed came from,
related to ahd how
the topie. | could
resolve it.
Eventually,
| came across
a book oH

mental illnesses
in pubescent

. =M cHildren,

o e and somehow...

[k _'_L" -

=S
i ;:E«EEJ;‘: 5

ATENTAL |

FIm




| was startled
by an illustration
of the tendencies
of a child
Experiencing
ormestic
violence.

It showed
| even *the child
wondered clinging
if I'd been excessively
the model to his
for the mother”
picture.
| might

have gotten
bigger,
but 1 still

clung to my
rmother.

| hated
Y o,
but | clung
to kher, even
as | talked
about how
| despised
ker.

And

| was
gl
clingi
to ﬁer.g‘

A4




The book also said
“The child may fi nd
the contact sexually
arousing. Refuse and
make tHe child stop.”

{That was in the

case of a son and
his mother, though.y
L,
il o L
'||||||] ‘ |‘ .II__. ,|'|||-||H |]|| ||||.|
. o |
w1027 <
E [
‘ s ' Jhie,
Hit ' ﬂﬂili
hore.
But | would
%l‘.‘ﬂl wakch Yo
when
mﬂm-::!)ra thought
changin it was
or abou weird
to get in myself.
thebath.

45

There were
also times
when | wanted
to toucsh them
so badly--
and times'when
| did touch

them.




And | was
| wondered
i | still had o happy
desires Y
from when o would
lwas a lock at my
babgy butt or
: touch k.
. | meamn,
...maybe isn’t there some
the desire part of sexual
to devour desire that
boobs resembles a
was a baby’s desire™
regression. | didg’tt Enow,
ut...

=
That
et j TS L
)
d:f /-j'ﬁ {

| saw a woman
write on Twitker
for something)
that rmaybe wHat
FMEn seek M wornemn

is a mother who

let= them have

sex with her

But | wanted
something more,
like the aeneral
concept nF a mother--
a presence that
would accept me,
which is something
everyone wants.

Il just
say this:

a *mother®
might be the
person who
takes care

of the house.

44




s
o ) e
ANOTHER Alnialumd
WOMEAN
BESIPES MY
ACTURL
MOTHER, AND
GET SOME
COMAORET,

Then | saw
The this article by
contents Eiks Tabusa,
were “ want to Be
exactly as Held by a Plumf
the title Older'wWoman.
implied.
HLOVE PIECE CLUB's
Maiversfn Rypshin, 2074 70,00
And at the
end l?FImE
article,
e there was a
eople note that
PECE: other pecple
agreeing out there
UL thought the
sarne thing...

| GET ITS

GRANDMA  SETITY
TO HUG
ME REALLY
TIGHTLY.
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PRART RBOUT THE
ACHING HOLE IN
YOUR HERRET, AND
HOW ONLY THE
EMBRACE OF AN
OLDER WOMRAN
WILL FIX 1T/

T/BLIT | 2O GET THE
|
/

IM
SORRY(™/
| GUESS
| MIGHT BE
DIFFERENT,
AFTER ALL/

L
f=f=f=]=F=]2H
= | WISH LIKE THE IPERL
IT WERE CONCEPT
OuT OF A MOTHER
THERE THAT
SOME- e EVERYONE
WHERE/ . ’ ? WANTS...
: —_ ﬁ\\f'_"'-\/”_—“\/
Cid that i
mean that “ E‘?ﬂf}ﬂg
I w?:-g rl_qg‘?émﬁ < (child-bearing aged
I . wornan who
relationship would give me
| had with my somethin
mother as therl 9
a baby? i
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At any
rate,
thanks
to that
article,

| was able
Fo view
my desire
head-on.

When
| thought
aboutit,
I had a lon fg
history o
wanting ta
be held.

When | was nineteen

I‘d be behind the reg?eier;
thinking anyone would

do, for just two seconds

of it--or ore second.

| onky wanted someore

to hold me.

And

at my
therapist’s
office...




_ Yls this *Anyane
simple thing i= fine.
really that | just want
difficult= Sormecne
| wondered. to hold
me.”
During the

Fime Ehis desire
went unfulfilled,
my expectations
infiated until
they were
ridiculous.

DD DDDDX

|-{

thought
that bein
held woul
satisfy all

of me--

that it

would heal
everything.

\

MAYEE
BECAUSE
IT'S THROUGH

THE
COSTUMEF

e

() HUH...P
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Which
" Fl;!d reminds me.
a t;ng When |
"t?'bf ﬁcg worked at
d%u; efﬁce the bakery,
rlne Feal | went for
calm and maag ﬁ?t?ﬁ
happy.

THE:: o%er‘ P‘ESrIgE?'rlt
percert werlk was
wWas ny

desire to my sare

relax under neck and
somecHe’s shoulders.
touch.

i |

But
pro | thought
my neck iR about I‘ﬂgﬂ}’bE
and YIZE5ER oing for
6hﬂ|.-l|idl;{'ﬁi == o %ae-s%ge-s
WEreH 7 H
particularly| | / agan.
SOre. | _
NN
| searched 7
Twitker daily : = OH:
for *free hugs* SOMEONE
and the name x| MAYBE DOING
of a location, FREE HUGS
thinkin - SOMEWHERETY
| might find -
sormething. Ff— :
o f N\
77 AN\
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actually

raH into

Eithjér.

Recently, | read an article online
Enat described Feelings of
confusion tEEHElE, t_:F s have
the first time they ?" SEX.
That sometimes all the girl
really wanted was an embrace,
cuddling up in bed,
or even just a pice meal.

—— — = = L A DR RS T 1A | R A

e et 5§

of that comfort,

some people gven : ] ; li!‘gghlr:IhE
end up Hurl:in? ] = ] like ﬁ

themselves mentally i = ' eve b aHE
and p |calllg " ; . wants to

ke clm ing to bad be held.

sexual ré atmnamps

GETTING
SOMEONE
TC HOLDR
YOLU, AND
FEELING
SHFE...
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But for

han

anvEhing more

By the way--
when it
at, comes to
I’'d only want -
ko pursue it .
witH a woman. =
And the 2
reasoh =
behind that...
It wasn't =
that | wanted Enat
to be a man; | didr’t
= want fo
like | hated s
belonging s
to a gender 7
at all. =
| was |
excessive
---before afraid DF}r
| was .
SEEN @5 defined
myself. :
worman...
Plus,
| wa=s rnore
sexually
interestéed
ies
Ehan
men’s.
DIFFERENCE,
7




But it
Writin == wal;nl’t
about all [ ; like | was
Ehis now, = . lusting
it makes Tl over a
a lot maore i e particular
sense. ¢ . woman or
i I \ anything.
- Ve
3 il
[~ o i T PN
7 P 2
. - @ o —— FLI:' Hﬁd, E:
l‘_/.-/;l_:.-;:':x Back ol Fasood EﬂpFHf%w '-E}cb#_f_f as )’ﬂu can o
"]  then — - probably 7
77 totah = 7 thingsthat |7
7 e e <2 7 know now, [
% 1 clueless. - from 7
/ . = experience. %
. 7 < 7 ;
//%.,f/,/_ / //A v o e = ,;,Q
I}vas Sure | felt like
Id go my | shouldn’t
whole life and even be
die without Ehirikivig
anything even about things
vaguely sexual. like that.
“Because | BY the
can remember way--
what it felt like in her
to appreciate rmanga ak
life, | don't Ehat Eime,
want to be a Natsuko
disaster--for Taniguechi
iy OWh sake.” wrote:

i Lifes Mountaing and Valeys [A 4+ Lk 1 350
(LEED Fulrishing), Chawbar 13
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Onece |
started
Ehikkin
about i
ilr'sahzled
‘d ON
L ever told
9%?9 myself..
Because
w-irip;raltd?gfft I couldn't love
il no mg'tslférﬁ'my
| wanted
tod thought process,
and why'l’d I'd dlways treat
EHdEdYLJ. myself and my
bl r,E accomplishments
tﬂiﬁ: Eﬁ; all like they were crap.

CONMECTING
WITH PECPLE
THEOLUGH WORK,
MAKING FRIENDS,
HAVING FLN
WITH PEOPLE...

AND
THEN | LET

G0 OF
EVERYTHING
ELSE, LIKE...
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But wasn't
| actualy thought
respandin
to the demands danked Oh/
of the me S P what
who wanted paren;:'r " ifi..
mp%[r?éarﬁzes g\}; expectations.
It was all
because that The fact
ﬁ‘asn"t wltiadll: that :‘:H%}i
ey wanted. weren”
The ,,:.,g who wanted the least bit
their approval-- satisfied even

who was rmaking
me do all tHis
work--had
totally missed
ke mark...

=1

though | was

sedl

doirep%!l this
for them...

that why
I'd been
suUffering
for so
leng?®

me Erying

to please
my pargnts
was the onl
version

~ me I'd
listened to.

UNDPERSTAND
MY OWN
FEELINGS/!




| wanted to

giﬁfﬁ understand my
I my Erue real dEsTres,
i even if | was
should feelings. hiding stuff
Enow that was
them. surprising or
embarrassing.

At the time,

Ean;g%rg | wasn’'t after all
things, the nuts and bolf=--
things | wanted to khnow
| fe the big things,
Hilty Ehe stuff I'tried to Hide
a%nul;... =0 no ong could seg.

{
So | [ thoughE
my paréhks
couldn‘t wgﬁld love
became e rHore
an adulk. asa
child...
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The pain

RN 12

of bein
pushe
into a
tiny
place...
L /
| was already
grown up,
But | so it shotild
Felt like have been fine
even just for me ko be
EHIRER interested
iH Sex--
wgg?:g%alllly or even to be
Forbidden. having it.
| PONT

I WARNT
TOLEARN "SiPEerR

TO UNDER- i
STAND MY ANYMORE!

Owh FEEL-
INGSS

AN NN

N ‘l.'-'|I —
AN thL.f’ P

/"7 A =

_'_'_,..-r"'
| CAN‘T I -
SLEEP...#/ ]

e —
Aﬂﬁ
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IY'M DONE
THINKING --
ILL JUsST
LOOK
IT UP/

7 f//
f?f\wgﬁT

DRUGHTER
HIRING R--

EE AELE TO DPEAL
WITH THEIR OWN

F Tz ﬂlm
1 Al
| Japes, A




~THINKING
LIKE

THAT ANY-

MORE//

They'd given
me faint scars

But over the
ﬂ??rgrﬁaﬂt:ﬁt course of nine years,
llina disorder) the toll of my life--
PHJ 211 gur':egdathg ’ miy depression
d en% robabl aetting better and
gwcﬁ H't be Y then worse, an eating
ha ta disorder turhmﬁ to
e binaelng and then

SErVE SOMmeoHe
who was such
a mess.

starvatioh...

Y4

IT WOULD BUT...
GIVE ME MORE
THINGS TO
WRITE RBOUT,

AND THAT
it e
RIGHT?
LE adhdeC
"{LrE'L:c:uﬁc-]

In tHe journal

| was Kee?ing,
at the time, | wrote:

*Maybe I'll be able
to look harder at
the past by getting
SOME eXperience il
the present.”

&0
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Chaopter 3: Before the Appointment

THEN |'LL

PRICES
RIGHTF

THEY'RE
SO PRETTY
AND CUTE
AND
YOUNG...
wWow.

ABOUT
20,000
\ N 4 s

25,000 i ZF BN
YEN* SHOLLD ] ' MINLITES...

“Abowt S250-5200 U5, Dollars 62



| COULD
TOTALLY

DO THIS,
CDIIILEN"T

| had to
}:ake, a
slegpin
pill tg gg’t
e dowr
that night.
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a continent
I'd thought

~Connect- |

ing me to

was
unrgach-

A bridge
Had sprung
up aver the

coursg
af the
HighE...

But my
heart was
pounding,

and |
couldn't
stay still.

| hadn't

made an

appaoint-
menk




Instead of

= Since I'd
bowing to the
demands of the I:II?: EFaﬁf:g‘F-s
me who wanted website--
to please my Mo, since I'd
parents, | was Fun the First
thinkirg and search...
acting for my
owH sake.
T | couldn’t
e believe
hovy
Fulfilling
it felt.
My £ Eilc?é ﬁeﬁﬁigﬁ
gh-‘;n ""E 5‘) something.
even it the
waorld had
opened.
I |
Sol
L could go
arywhere
| wanted
| ];I'IE Ehis
—- ar
Srd.

&5




tl;cr tihe first
e Th years
et -y
tr'aini%g éﬁ:‘:";?egg
again. and armpits.
I cleaned up
hmy_f plEl.bu:
e air, too.
Lo
— r’f' | ‘1""*-..__‘_ "'-_“-‘
i .
i ] / J\b(
(. A ]
i | bﬂtHEd !
l*-?;%\,',_-b,_ A EVErY T‘ &
T E L dav |
'F' [ ﬁﬁﬁ H"—:\
Ji) (M |
WS ﬂ{/
| stopped And |
waaﬁﬁg, started
ragae changin
uhdgﬁﬁﬂr Y clcﬁhgs
and socks and
that had underwear
holes ik daily.
them.
| understood
for the first
time that
those things
tock time,
effort, and
momey.




X @ ﬂﬁﬂé'
d A
weedFl B i
i o v Lol | thought
rﬁ?g gln% _spending
clean was 2 time, effort,
lowin and money
myselt. ’ on myselfi.
1‘\.&
LN 5
..,I:hale
eople
gmfnd Ehﬁé::"
e wWere i
fomal able Eo
boc love
miyself..
When
I relied
on other
pecple for
everything
it was har
for me and it
burdened
EvEryoHe
else.
Taking care

of myself was
aad for me and
for the others,
and it was more
effective in all
Kinds of ways.

L (Y

rl d

&7




Pt [

M}r longing
r the
sex‘ual
cantact

I"d denied
up until
then...

It was
Butl stupid
couldn’t how rmuch
dEHY it that stuff
anymiore. Filled up
iy Mead.
7
/ / / /
~into | channeled
L thak
WOrk. bottled-
- HP
\ ENEFGY...
.-"..-F'.-a -
s o I\
o /’/ 44 /4
o HELLDT—‘
gven able | was
to make so
those eager
work calls ko
| was so work
bad at.

&8



...for the OKAY
first time aeaoe
in over ON And...
a year, DRAFT
ég_ﬂa L the OF THIS.
for one
of my
Fitches,
THings
kept going
fcally wel
magically well-—
ITEE Iw%-s in
ohe of those
dodagy
advertiséments
you see in the
back of
magazines.

Maybe
| hadn't
had the
maotivation

tot
bEFcrrr}re
that polnt.

M{ miind
ept
wandering.

| couldn® |
%l concentrate.
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/\/ SHOLLD

HLE’EF[E?‘F'

7

5]

—

""-\-\.

=

1'!

.ﬂ"—'—\—.
o hey

S ]

| was
Finally
able to
consider
i
ullin
rEw ha?r
out.

The last
Hint of my
resistance
clung ta
my bald

spot.

i}

IF OMLY
i PIDNT
CARE SO
MLICH ABOLUT
My BALD
SPOT..

TP’IEI
W
thoar.? ht

abouk it
changed.| PRORTY 4

IF OMLY
MY HAIR=
woLLE

| was
Sl already
S0
apxious
to go.

Hrimm

ey

70



Maybe
a little
bald spot
wouldht
bother
them.

Surely

they’'d Rad

clients with
mental
health
lesues
before.

It
sounded
worse
than ever.




THIS

AND 1"'M
THINKING

I'LL JUST
MAKE THE
DRAMN
APPOINT-

T
— | Finally
= made an |
= appointment [
- far the
= following
'I'I'EEK.!
2 F0 Zag s




“About a tenth of am inch.

| logked
up how
man
millimeters
hair can
garow ir
a day.

RN

| stopped
thinkin

SO UG

about the

bald spot.

& &

On the ?&gp
agency’'s r
v?Ebsch | got an

they updated email
the b log of cnnfﬁrma
chosen E
M to appoint-
reflect that. ment.
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3@‘?

HHH!{J

TO MELT
JUST FOR AN LONELINESS. COMFORT £

A FEW o ME.
SECONDS.

I just I wa
han’ﬂ. this F e regllE,
fonging, | didn’t r-eau;r
and 1t was KHow lonely.
finally gomg why
ko be | was
FulFilled. hurting.
-0 1
Ionaliness bl
would like | had =
never ao to open =
away. my heart...




| was sure
that anyone
would hate
the real me,

if they

AR RRIRY

And how
woLld
someone
like me
apen Her

eartr

<
P

i [ e IS THIS
\H GOING
- TO

WORK...?

14 . /W /}\ \!J. il




T

I
- -
12p ]
A
RELIEF.../

y/a

|§I

i

ll"ﬂ||

|
y

GG 1L'Jl1|, M
)

1

7..\"'"7 @L lqm

JIIF AT |||||'I

Three
' daﬁ after

I had
a night-
mare.

F%DGK&HQ,
ur da
beFﬂrgg
the big
day...

Feople
wWereg
chasing
me.

| dreamed

| was hidin
a body bereath
my bed’s
Floarboards.

FRIEND'S
HERE--
SHE NEEDS

And that
the escort
came to my
House, even
th ougi‘l she
wasn't

su FE;::EEd

L

That was
what |
thought,
aNywWay.

T

It was
abviously a
aujit-induiced
nightmare,
sifce | was
Hiding the fact
that'I'd gone
to an escort

agency.

7




The me who
wahted to
lease
my parents
tHreatened
bo take back
control if |

wasn‘t careful.

owould
always be
a battle
inside
of me.

| HAVE SOT
TO GETIT
TOSETHER.

| was
afraid that
the right
to Ehink and
act for my
OoWN Sake...
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Chapter 4: The Big Day
L — -
—— The \

. bigd

N

WisH | HE "
SOMETHING e
M Tl basically
FEMININE, )
AN decided
LONT) e
wWear.
) e W
- WA AN
A B
o &Ll | later heard
Ay TS (from a woman
Gerr who likes women>
| felt - CRISP AND AEE. panb mets
Ehie CLEM WA clothing and no
same ki Frofmed
s T nda frown
Y + BRI JEANS upon.

[ARE TWEY EvER
FEPLLAR s

79




" But I'd
Id fallen so on a
low that “proper”
| eouldn‘t life for so
bounce long that
back fast, | didn’t
Ho matter have any
what | did. clothes.
| ended up And because
borrowing the termporary
money from income |'d been
ny %m to counting on
Hire an escort, was less Than
i.e. the worst expected...
thing ever.
“Aboul ST0Q UE,
| wasn't
Hiring this To be
woman for honest,
fun, | thought though,
| had to do'it | didR‘t
far more abont it
important.
| needed
| needed Eo affirm
to step into the things
a place I'd I hadn
tHoughe been
| could able to.
Hever go.

a0




N
! DON'T !‘Eu"
was | HOW TO ;
even PREPARE -
doing? MYSELF
FOR THIS,

i SN N
| was off
~.and do ko meet a
all kinds stranger,
of first- accompany
time her to my
Stuff first love
with her. hotel...
- =7

ll

i finall
Standing i
cutn the o
rain £
| platform... this huge

dream.




| HAE

A
FRIENLD.

For
SOme
reason,

suddenly...

That
wash’'t
encugh

timetodo §
anything else,
=0 1 just
headed for
the meetmg
place.

Even
Ehough
Id left early
| anly ar‘rwe&
about ten
minutes
before the
appointment.

ARE YOU

NAGHTR-
SAN?

a2



TO THIIIS!

B3




[:\I f /\/ L
~ | 'l
we
WHOH _ started
, WHOA _ i walking
P WHOA . i togethér.
HEFRE WHOA - ;
WE WHOH.

=~

AND SHE
AFFEARRED
HLL FRIENDLY

SHE
SEEMS EASY

TO TALK TO. ANED SMILING,
MAYBE I'LL S0 IT WaSNT
MANSGE A WEIRLD, WHAT

FEW WORDS, A RELIEF!

EVEM.

Ol

| WAS
THINKING
TH FHL‘ 809

They were ==
remadeling. S




| But
— 1 they were
Still
— taking
business.

That was
the instant
| entered
my first
love hotel.

| was

<0
the prlgce
was a
little old.

FVE ALWEYFS
BEEN A FAN
OF EETREO-

Everything
felt extra
real once
we passed
a man and
awoman
together.




UNDERSTAND
WHAT KINDG

LOVE  ——
HOTELISH, ==

=

e —_—

%frmﬁ ;// / f(

One room
was so simple
and white,
it was almost

confusing.

[

LI

The older
WOornan
handed us
a key card—-
that was
Eheir system,
apparently.

84






| HAVE MO
EXPERIEMCE
AT ALL. MO,

IS THEEE
ANYTHING
IN PARTICU-
LAR ¥OUu
WHNT ME

WwOw, REALLY®/
THIS IS

KINDA AN

HONOR!/

EVEN IF
1 PP HAVE
, THINGS |
! WENTED
fm HER TO DO,
| COULD
y MNEVER 5:-?}’
|

| T THAT...: ),:%,“ u,

LTS A

| WONDER
IF THE
BATH'S

RERDY~!

| got the
=ense that
twenty-eight
years of my
mentality
Oon sexy stuFF
could H’t be
drop
that




|—.—e—~ ﬁ/{

I’d actually
been lookifig [~
forward to
t_hal’_ Ei}‘ICE
oM the
agency’s
website.

——

. %
T //




' NOT
REALLY
SOOD WITH
PEOPLE, SO |
PROBRBELY

%

5 e [ | —
) ST y
| REALLY? ||| T ! 1 That was
| : exactly it,
s Even / but when
thought it I put it
madeé me nto
._‘_ sound like words... /
an iffy
Person.
S — s

%
vl
= - TODAY
o IS YOLUR
- v (o) SECRET
J o PLERASLRE.
ENJOY IT, —
OKRY? P ey O }y
v
{3

BY THE WRY,
YOU CAN GO
AHERD AND
TOLICH ME
ANYWHERE,
IF YOU WANT.

20






——

| responded
to her
smoath smile
wikth an
indescribable
expression.

Since
| lacked a ok
of human
contact
I couldn’t
IOVE rmy
face the way
| wanted.

MY
FACE...
1SN'T
REEALLY
MOVING,

I didn’t
know if she
realized it,

BuE...

L as The
first time
I'd ever
been
Kissed.




i

1%

B
fiss

T Twenky-
eigh
years of
anticipakion
is alot.
.--""'_-_.“"

THis, too,
might've been
bécause my
expectations
wWEre so High.




Everything
other Ehan my
reaction was
like an erotic
doujinshi.

T

ety BARCMET ER

FOR WHE T HER T

WAS CROINVG WELE
O AT

IF that was
bad, didn't
that mean
o it wasn’t
gaing well™

- \t \ 5 was nice |\
And nice - —\ etough ko

enough to e
make Ehose \j ﬁ\ ?E”FF'
sounds, but

| muldn"t
really reack.




XX\,

S M TRING
g TO DO

SOMETHING
SERIOUSLY
AOPVANCED
(LiKE
HIGH-LEVEL 2
== COMMLUNI- 3

/)

It was as if
| couldn’t play
catch or speak
English, but | was
suddenly taking
oh a Major Leagule
baseball team.

| hadd
urmpe
Like mrler aﬁmge
I'd gone swath
strdight of things
to the YO e
tourmament supposed to
finals. experignce in
hurman
relationships.
I'd Ehought
t at.g‘
Buk samehow,
what bhis sex
i€ iE stuff would
didn’t? happen
naturally.

@5




realizing that

commuHrication
skills don't
They improve that
take fast.
time...




PEEAS




THings
starfed
to feel
Hopeless.

| thaught
tllmglsg.'eu;?ﬁs of I:i?e
had opéned @ EVERr reviews agd.
- their Hearts, e CT}"d‘lr;’é%ra S
. — unlike me. i, e, ng—-& abouk this
. [P agency.
o ,’;’W&_’*— A 5%; éﬁg Az, gency
' T
TRigr T Sy
* SR
Someone
who failed what
at being a was |7
personts

?a




§ DIONTT
EVEN
NOTICE.

OH.
IT.JUST
FEELS LIKE
YOUVE HAD
SOMETHING
IN HERE.




Did you
forget
our twenty-
eight years
tﬁge hg;r:,
YIens
But
whatever,
I guess...

THirgs got
inereasingly
less sexy
as we
searched
for my
hymen
awhile.

There
was a
sense of
pressure,
S0 |
groaned.

100




IT CAN

YOLu BE
SCHREY. WHNNA TRY  QUICK.
SCHRY! PUTTING IT
| e e
SECOND?
SCARY--
I CANTY
N\ P
.
AAH! BUT
Maybe it IT MIGHT
wolld ve SOUND
ogen RUDE IF
etker
te just =Y =)
admit DON'T
| was WANT TO!
- %
W : '

101



My poor
conversation
skills were
becoming
obvious.

I'd gotten
to bhe finals

oh papen

and | was

losin
pathetically--
just as I'd
feared.

e = .l
SN =
=
N I’d ) -
opered the <till... —

reasure Was
cHest—- it like
only to find that Fcr?
- Hothing everyoHer
[ inside. =
T =
- =]
- I S
TOLUC
ME.

102



I
should
have been
incredible.

. But
it didnt
sggrh real.
| almost
didnt
believe
1t was
happening.

| was
touching
another
person’s
b‘]dy:
but it
didn‘t
feel like
reality.

LEAM
BACK.

Her breasts,
her body--
evemﬁﬁmg
was righ

there in Front

of me, but |
couldn‘t
touch any

T of it. —.

= _— = /,_f///

)




Ever
though I"d
beer sad,

Ehinkin
I migh
die without
ever touching
breasts other
Ehan my
rother’s...

My bod

| couldnE
put my
armis
around
her.

STRENGTH
IN MY
ARMS.

It was
=g uHreal--
like | was
watchin%
ke

people on

other side
of a screen.

104




L ¥ O\

| wanted
to end It was
things rude to her,
befare an
| insulted meaningless.
her any
further.
1

HEE HEE.
EEE-CHAN,
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ANE THIS
IS OMLY THE
BESIMNMING
FOR YOU,
RIGHT?

| FEOBAEBLY
WOMNT

SET THE
CHANCE.

AND NOT
JUST HERE.
IN YOLR

| Ehink
I'rm that vlq:r-ia*s
SOMTY, exac
”r"urkg, wh shjé
Tharnk said that.
YOU...
I |

She'd
understocd
that |
couldnt
OPEN M
ﬁearty
to her.

107




She was
=0 Kind...
Why couldn’t
lNaccept
even a fittle
of that¥

The experience
prooably
would’ve been
a disaster
without
a wornan
like Her.

- [T
“ALaut 318G L

7
=N~
= ’/" f
)
i

| HAVE
THE

= EXACT
i AMOLNT.

Cespite

rmy behavior,

She sHe was Hice

walked through the
me to very last
the second.

statioh.
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{ BERLLY
WANT A
FRIENL.

THAMKS
PR

She
TODRY~! fkind
But Kind
| eouldnt to me.
open my keart.
I let all her
fFeelings spill
to the ground,
unable To take
ther in.
8 ‘ll_"hen Id
steppe =
- down the
stairs and §
into the =
L station. 3 ; N

-"- = i Jw




\



Chapter 5: Sequel

BUHF

| conked
out the
minute
| ot home.
hd | woke
uﬁ_:r in the
middle of
the night.

| smelled

like the
body socap
fram the
love Hotel.

| hadn‘t
licked her
gars back--
not even
oHCE.
Bu that S ONSONE
ish’t how COLLE O
it works. AS LONG RS
Sexis YOLU HAD A
corrriunication. WORKING

CROTCH.




The experience
was like rupning
up to the
rmassive wall
that stocd
between other
pecple and me.

-

I‘d been
S0 HErvous
that da
Ehat I
basically
gaten
nothing.




They say
your first
kiss tastes

like lemons.

— So many
v people in
o tHought this world
™ maybe have been
ik was l::ieeecj--
(’d true. and I'd
Heard
] it a lok.
O that § PON'T
it would HNOW
amount to BUT THE HBOoUT
rmare than TEXTURE THE
a limp fruit OF My FIEST THSTE.
in my supper,
art least.
':,-"er -I e
The
experience
had put me
an the side
of the people
WHO KNow.
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And now
I‘d Finally
moved over
to the
*done itY
colurmn.

value system
that

For
twenty-eight
ears,
I'd fought
against a

emphasized
sexual
experierce.

WHOC SAID
ALL THAT
WHO'
- TOTALLY
/Ao AL FrECEE  HA
. THIS... ! Ll
)
BUT IT'S
ALL GOOD iqgiqr;.;-; /
NOW. | DON'T | LOST!
- HAVE TO GO THIS TIME,
THAT FRR-- | LOST.
R | CAN STILL THE PHlf;L
i CARLL g OFT
e SOMETHING ' WORLD
*WEIRD" IF e 1S TOO .
\ IT 5 WEIRD. j &: STRONG~/
Ll I /,ﬂ%&.’ . "r




All the things
W that alluded £6 sex
| the Ehings I'd I:Houglflt
| could never toue
9 and didn’t even have
m the right to look at--
: oE | cctu.lu1 ld reach For
_ 'L_QT'J Tk EFF HOW.
U._|v!".f .S\}i%zf_
Drawing
this mariga Before that,
was basically | hadn’t even
the first time been able
| wrate ik. to say the
I'd been word “sex*--
excessively-- N much less
childishfy-- 5 = write or
consclous g type it.
of sex. )
'
W B .—-.-
cllt n;‘a% . 1451 p‘. :
advance S
ﬁﬁ:g"g'ﬂ':l' - %El'_i S — Now that my
¢ A= LZEVEALS== EYES WEFE OPEN
i revealed S LEVEALS—— | Grscovered o the
about you-- mﬂff_ﬂ)q TIN{S things trying to tell
it made = -Hf"—-'_'_._ = e HOW <SeX was.
your heart e AREISNAKE
naked. =

T

s
NEXT-LEVEL
COMMLI-
MNICATION,
AFTER ALL...




And
ther
| read
| guess mare
there’s not about
h really ?-:HY " the
ymen-shape Hymen.
EHing™ yrm
AR
Oﬁ
A
"%ﬂ-”ﬁ Along with : there
diaarams e Nere
that Showed e O areplio When
the Fﬂole t':jhat <o with the I I?Eaumd
allowe ) i
menstrual \““«- ] // entrance. | | gnline...
s blood
-J‘f' through.
o
On Yahoo
An=wers, Hymen
| found a |GE of aF No,
guestions about maybe
*a mysterious theré was
ject” somethin
or “wﬁ won't other gec e
aF‘ngEr go in,” had
SO..maybe p eogle | didn’t.
have differen
shapes?™
WRAIT, PEE At any rate,
| wish COMES OUT Eheré were
Ehey'd OF THEREFY too many
teach us TWENTY-EIGHT explanations
this stuff atﬂﬂﬁateﬁhe
i school. ¥

[ AP ABSOLUTELY o KNOWLEDGE TF 4 oWl BOTH!
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e b enE it
ik about i
with a clear head wgagf,tpﬁ B
Ehe erotic doujinshi seX was
I'd used as rothing
reference had been like an
maH x man-- erotic
sa of course doujinshi.
thinas wouldn’t
end up like that.
T e
¥ -
Had | been W EATRISIEA A eres
seeking S Had |
something o 1nd AAIEH b ﬂﬂﬁ“'ﬁ
';&”ﬂtﬂeﬁr p MSTERIC= OB T DoESN T o the °
OF BL(BOT= 00w s 1N eroticism
Somot 'Tn,% APPEAR To BE 21 o FoNCTION. of the
that didn dol-nale
even exist antasy®
in reality?
| realized
I'd never
wWHY read an
NOT...7/ works with
airl x girl
SEX.
Since I'd
resisted Eﬁ{:her
thinking abouk b an, "
sexé.laLohin = ar G?rrlxxg irl
rmavyoe x 1
had beeh the L ORI HeIt e
only erotica compleLe
I'd been able unrelate
to accept. boy x boy.
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But maybe

it had had an i
effect on me I;Ih?r;?cn;"r;;i
aaﬂrpﬁegggn}::%mt been that
and that had led il
to hurting ;c:rlx;s
my partner. )
AT
'.\.’f@gé{#‘f ko
b= weird The problem
to learn about yyars Lhat
your owh life LUk I
and bodily arything
furctions olier than
throuah the sex
nothing but bt
antasy. Fiction.
%__m‘“ WHATE
1d be — DIFFERENT ot that
serious] — FROM WHAT | b
Al s THOLIGHT if | were a guy,
when | N -au;r;raﬁ:%ge
‘Eiﬁ'f.? N ] insufficient
wornen P education
h y and tons of
—— S fantasy sex..
-\_\"—\-\_
2
R, ._l I“m
i Ib's the  f§ L0 i
fack that |7 gridadl
Lo | WE'TE NBVer | -l hﬁE
hT X 5 ere
= given the [, but th
i | . correck :}-‘ame;
2 {i information.| _ isn‘t the
. 71 SEUFF Tn
e fiction.

# q’!—-’;ﬁ,ff =

&



| realized
that,
for some
reason, my
Memories
wWere ,
transforming.

EXCLUDING
MY
RERACTION...

AND
LUSCious.

< N
}ﬂﬁﬂ e
\ \_,, TO WRITE IT
Before ~  DOWN BEFORE
Bven lngIHQ:— — W BEF"N
SO
Sau] ’ SOMETHING
abont 1t j ELSE//
] ARARTTREAAL
AND THIS T i ;
STORY ISN'T was
S, e | e [
| SHOULD 1 thin |
steve  CHARACTERS, thing
UpoN ma aZlHE
THIS, ‘E’a
RIGHTS t11"l‘|e

1




But since ;
| didn’t know ; ht}:‘vatrlf%rggﬂ
dryEHin it =0 people
abaut other _ would want to

o : read it, even if
WL 7\ they had to
eR £\ pay forit.

T Books BEAD
RECENTLY

| realized I'd want to
that Eeadtséﬁmethm
everythin about the secrebs
| read waﬁg people hide.
that kind I'd pay money
of thina. for that, tog.

STORIES
ABOUT
MY TRUE



'LL SHOW
LUP ON
EVERY PAGE,
SC | SHOULD
EE AT LEAST

ALITTLE
CUTE.

IT's ME,
BUT IT
SHOLILDNT
LOOK
LIKE ME.

| was
fortunate | published
enough to iy lesbian
have alot of escort
pecple read it manga
and spread report
the word. OH Pixiv.
]
THESE —1
NUMBERS Ak first, ]
ARE I was
NGNE HHEE—--! HE;:IGduIE
OF THIS scared.
S
-~ o -
-
But
thaﬁ
ickl .
LIVING/ ﬁme .
MORE into joy. -
PLEASE/
. x:_ﬁ' i .




el - - -
7R e =g
Vi e ] And
o @ then Ehe
ﬁﬁfﬁ’ﬂp LI agenc
'4&:' R = E%EEIF)‘
ST 5 Az caught
o ‘grﬁypgé’éf FHE.
e g,
“El = |
IERNAN \\\;4\ -

DD Vou meAN uS.? -
i | was
= deietd
gleke ik 1
1553{ me @ gogaTsubyne they were
shared mad,
EHe @ Vrr iy VEAH gut }EHE
; E
argﬂfi d T MAT Y. %a?e I;ﬁgTr
& @31 Or lessing.
Rl = VA W
nd ¢ “'u'u'il‘.hcrul'.r
| ully graspin
going to th}é?mpapctg
meetings of the manaa,
with | spent my
publishers. Ol days reading
the incoming
emails...
Maybe
the manga Since the
helped my meetings were
crap arter they'd already
conversational read my personal
skills-- (and admitted!;
it was like embarrassing

I'd submitted
materials about
my personality
in advance.

manga,
the inceractions
Felt fun and easy.
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{ FEEL 50
INCRELIBLY
SHTISFIED

| realized
that the reason
| had trouble
meeting people
was my
cormpulsion
to try to make
myself look
better.

‘I‘
‘I
/

NEVER REALLY
SHOW MYSELF
T2 FEQFLE
BEFOEE THIS,

[

(TP REATD

I | | Leavin I'd worried
me witl abaul being
o choice urable to

Il =riede e

"' | oncefelt. intege-stir?g.

( | J I [P AL




MRAYEE |
CAN WRITE
IFIT'S
ABCUT
MYSELF//

My subiject
riatter did
help me out

at that
point.

N Imagine
- thisasa
Japarese
| television
| morning drama:
- cheerful
background
music E!a}ﬁhg
ta-s he .
rotagonist's
P ﬁ.l%l.-lrﬁ
opens up.
AN
C;'?ﬁ-{.a?--
<ie Death--
an option
ﬂj; I*d angTdered
in the ten
years since
High school--
was put on
held for the

very first time.

T -"il{lll" (1L L1 IE:

Lip until then,
under=stood

keep on Iiving.

I‘d never

how people
cnullgl juE'at
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I'd thought
that everyone
had to be lapping
Uup some sweek
vectar | didn‘t
kriow about.

Mowy it e
was like -

that nectar .

was suddenly iy

being ey
poured into =
my mouth. .
™
o = R:"-
¢|. [
| think Ehe o e,
= pssence of tPE:;.J ;gﬁier i
that sweet tn live
nectar varies Iace to
. from person elong
. to person. in this
o world...
.Y ﬂ p;. Y ﬁ \/
FPerha
| Maybe | had
gﬁn Ee a placz to belong,
perha F‘}E but it wasn’t
P e something definite,
e like a seat.
. Ik was flawing
and formless...

// ,M. )

125



rectar®
is agood

way to
describe it.

o FITY
sweelb
nectar Had
been mry
friends
and their
compliments.

I'd lived
a proper
'[iFeP. inme
Hiah school

days...

CEE R T TY

I'd Ehought
the orliy way
to be fuilfilled
was to go
back to
havin
friends
like that.
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All the
people :LHD
ass
Emrk: cr:;r
Even
further...

Having
something
with Ffeedback
to write about,
having so many
people look at
what | draw...

Transmitting
iy signal,
having people
receive it,
being
recognized
by people.

1 tHink
| Know
How
ko Fill
Up m
Hear
FICY.

127

And being
treated like
an adult
was a sweet
nectar like

a drug.

LIKE "M
A REAL

And at
that PoTnt,
ltdidn I:Hhaue
O PLSH m
wcnl(: out in go
the world.
The (publishing

warld came
to me.




I =till had
basically no
friends--
and | hadn‘t
seen my old
ones in yedars—-
but | wasnt
lonely.

It stopped

feeling like
| was being
pushed into

8 parrow space,
ar like | was the
only one who
couldn’t
grow up.

_ﬂﬁluayy,
I'd praved in Ehe Feve
!ikgth}a;t. years
i berors
rmy wish :
hadl been %ﬁﬂfg _"EHEHE‘JEF
granted. 0o I'd gone to
GOOD the shrine...
WORK.,
H EOMANEETH B hFPE‘-AIln.NEE
By the way--
*beina lazy”
and “being
unaple to try”
rmight look
the same,
but theyre
hat.

| think that
starving for
a sweel Hectar
you can’t drink--
being unable
totry--
= because
you can't love
yourself.

Being lazy is
when you don‘t
take your work
or other people

seriously,
and you don’t
try éven when
you're drinking
the sweet
nectar.
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ll||'l "llltllull]llillrlm[1 gic_?:?“—‘x
CANT MONE ,v'-”—_%;i_'t‘“"_ i
Maybe [ tgggeeem v f—_.,fgfﬁee Tz’f
the EIME"‘S ' = _ T}:’Ed ’lg-ﬂké%-a
I cgurgn'l: 2 thﬁ;@é}g .;.rﬁere
The Ehmes were actually
| needed to things 7 Aagd
take betEer' to do.
care o
myselfe
K0
\\\\%\ PERFECTLY ||
P PREPARED/

h £5 So J J@%TJS H E-g
That's :
t?tally dgFEerent Ry - Hri?aﬁrgigctr?
rom what you D ecting

children,

need to live your

owh life. | had to

study and learn
about this.

and disciplining
them to do as
theyre tald.

At that point,
ht

| thou
| ritghE be
able to finally
draw some
sexy sbuff,
but Ehe first
thing |
drew was...
which Lakely,
};’5 wh:.r( I've realized
I:I;r ave!; Ir that drawing
tear& able my creative
nt_raw fiction is way more
egotrca-- embarrassing
O 2 e i
. personal thoughts
Ehis story. and actions.
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In cidﬁn Eally,

ubl:shed the
r'e rt on pixiv,
still di nt
guite have the
courage to
write “Sex.”

metg:n.a‘louaiy Evirzgne
quoted me
on that offered
word. their
It was op whucn'—:-,
simple and Lilin
humﬁiat’mg. HE:) ﬁe
Eext...
| also
figured my
relatives
would die
from shock
if the
read if.

| decided WELL,
rnot to EHink lFIFEJgL?TRh?;
about the EELATIVES
"EHGCK." | WHONT YNNG
induced BE ABLE FROM
gﬁ?«ﬁ TO DEAW SHOCK...
4 ANFYTHING
family. INTERESTING. [~
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[ g ) —>FEe)

ATORE THAM
HAVINGG A FAANLY

TR VWALAT WA
Tz T AT HAVINGS
THAT ACCEFTED 27

S IET T

fasicon T NECESSARILY

HAVE STARBLE INCodE)

Q_—;-s HAS A FAANL
HAS A STEALY
e
S
=STABLE
rni{f:'«WE.

| al=o recently
realized that becdming
the adult my parents
warkted me to be
was on an entirely
different path
from becoming the
adult / wanted to be--
and it had always
been that way.

-l would
have to stop
trying to please So, for me
my parents to draw my
ta Hd E!i‘ql'ﬂl1d aﬂd oWH worl};.__s
e misplace as myself..
effort that my
caused.
A cornered
rat will bite
acat
and a Ehirkyish

wornan backed
into a corner
will ao to an

escoft agency
and publish
a repart on it.

| wanted
my parents
to see that
and get upset,
=0 | could leave
their house
. and be
independent.
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AS IF |
CAN LIVE
MY LIFE IN
FEAR OF

BEING
A BAD
DPRAUGHTER/

Even if
it didn‘t
o well,
| had the
feeling it
would still
be better
than what
we'd had
before.
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In Movember
of 2015,
| wenkt for
Ehe second
time.

1 | asked
fora
different
PErSoH.

1

LTS AT TR N L A T TR AL RSV E R
|

T AN
‘ \ .'!||!||!
My mobile WHAT ! LI
phore address SHOLLD
was unintentionally | DO RECUT
Per %ay, MY EMAIL
idn’t want APDRESS
to use that. . WHEM | MAKE
| considered v THE APPOINT-
a disposable MENT®
account... /
s E . o F
S ~ TR N o+l f7 i
- T N, 'ty /L
. s Hneble bo s
[ It was I'™M L . e J B nassieg,
totally 50 « e it
L oovious = appointment
= to the BAR- wit @he address
L ﬂEGPlﬂ at " RRSS- - | use for work
— the agency ED// (even though |
hat it : 4 couldve uSed
was me. H g . 1y PER Hamed.
= YN L NS
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e

| tried to
read between
the lines E-Fd
my requeste
g?rl’e?#lag--
to see if EHeyd
told her




SO CUR
PLRY WILL

BE A LITTLE
LIMITED.

You don’t
have ko
apologizes! My garl::re':lg
e mornent &
R ko
making you was indeed
depressing.

come out when
You're ol your
periodf! =Sobs

HERED
ANYTHING.
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W7,
%&;\w\\k T XK%/
= THEY
e
:‘f‘i HER.

'l.

//// e m w“\\““\\\ <

wWHAT?! |

\\‘1‘\1\

,;f,;y%/ 7
/

- = MANGA . \
= | '\ PERSONZ -|
~ | V6o |

WHaRAARARAH!
| SHOLLDN'T
HRVE SRID
AMNYTHING...

cursed
to a life

of the
simplest
rooMmse

By the way,
ouf room was
5o different
from the picture
oh the touch
panel that we
were baffled.
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conver-

satiokn

Ii:urned
il ]
I':.ralc:ly

spot.

And, niﬁnuralﬁ,
once | THOW
about ho% wf%?}éag'::t%d
I couldn’t touch and then she
her, how | wanted washed my
to touch her, whole body
hcr.g I sif;:ldjuﬁ‘r with her
auchH Rer.. #
v i hands:
didr’t move.

IT TOOK
ALL MY
LIPSTICK
OFF.
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| decided
to sto
rmaking fur
of my own
small
breasts.

SATALL EoesBs HAVE A
CHARAT ALL THEIR craind

[

| wondered
iF | could
do a little
better
than the
first tirme.
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| basicall
manaae
to tauch
her hand
and her
breasts and
her back.

Even
though she
Eouched me
everywhere,

there was
a chasm
between our

though

| warnled

ko bouch
FHOFE.

//”

i

chosen a
seventy-
minute
session this
time, so it
was over in
the blink,
of an eve.
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f%ﬁs N ]\‘

Lo you
WHNT TO TRY
DOING THINGS
LIKE THAT TO
MRAKE YOUR
PHRTMER FEEL
GOOD, TOOT

— ]

be my
Hext
subject.




So what
was that
hollowness
inside me?

She was

S0 funny
and nice,
and it gid
feel good.
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Being
Held by
SOMEONE
was as
hard as

ever.

It looks
like this is
still my life

for now...

and Il keep

Itving k.

S PONUS ENDES

Every time
I s?é the
words
whﬂfﬂﬂ_te:,r,]r -
virgin® |
it’s & shot N
to the |
heart. J
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28 years old.
No confidence.
No direction.
Never had sex...

ASWNN

--and it was
surprisingly
aggravating.

\\\\éq !\\ __ | 8

//
GCJD-

\/

The candid tell-all of a young woman's
struggles with depression and sexuality
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